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Book Reviews 



American City Progress and the Law. By Howard Lee 
McBain. Columbia University Press, New York, N. Y. 1918 
pp. 269. $1.50. 

This little book is an excellent monograph on the legal possi- 
bility of solving certain municipal problems according to the 
trend of present public opinion. There are nine chapters in the 
volume, and their character is indicated by mentioning those on 
"Breaking Down the Rule of Strict Construction of Municipal 
Powers," "Smoke and Billboards," "Building Heights and Zoning," 
and "Excess Condemnation." Such topics as these indicate the 
timeliness of the study, and its perusal will convince one of its 
serviceableness. It is a valuable legal study for the student of 
government, and it offers much of suggestion and instruction to 
the lawyer. 

W. C. J. 

Joseph H. Choate. By Theron G. Strong. Dodd Mead & 
Co., New York, 1917. pp. xvii, 390. $3.00 net. 

Mr. Strong writes of Mr. Choate as "New Englander, New 
Yorker, Lawyer, Ambassador," but does not profess to pre- 
pare a complete or authorized biography. It is a life of Mr. 
Choate as he appeared to outsiders, and the emphasis is laid 
rather upon Mr. Choate's qualities as man of wit, charm and 
eloquence than upon his more solid attainments. 

The most interesting part of the book to lawyers is the 
long chapter dealing with Mr. Choate's life at the bar. The 
great quality in Mr. Choate's wit was its audacity and in 
his work as a lawyer this same quality is reflected. It some- 
times got him into trouble, 1 and occasionally one has a sense 
of shock in reading of some of the things Mr. Choate did in 
court. But doubtless these things in black and white seem 
more extreme than they did in court with Mr. Choate's smiling 
and charming personality behind them. Occasionally he was 
perhaps guilty of wiles, but these were the current weapon of 
the old school of lawyers to which he belonged, and Mr. 
Choate was an adept in creating a favorable atmosphere for 
his case. 

One is apt to forget that he participated as counsel in 
many historical decisions; for example, he represented Neagle 
in the case of Ex parte Neagle, 2 and acted also for the Stanford 
Estate in connection with the suit by the United States, 8 and 

iLaidlaw v. Sage (1899), 158 N. Y. 73; 52 N. E. 679, 689. 
2 (1890), 135 U. S. 1. 
» (1896), 161 U. S. 412. 



